Hurt Town Council

Meeting Minutes

Hurt, Virginia

January 24, 2018

Hurt Town Council and Planning Commission met for a joint work session Wednesday, January 24, 2018.
The meeting was called to order at 5:04 p.m. with a quorum present for both.
Roll Call
Council members present: Neal, Johnson, Bivens, Watson, Adams. (Absent: Clay)
Planning Commission members present: Shelton, Mitchell, Merricks, Boggs and Vaughn (6:00 p.m.)
A motion was made to enter closed session to discuss prospective business, as authorized by VA FOIA
Sec. 2.2-3711(A) (5).
Motion: Bivens
Second: Johnson
Passage: unanimous
Closed session began at 5:06 p.m. and concluded at 6:13 p.m.
A motion was made that only matters pertaining to prospective business were discussed during closed
session, as authorized by VA FOIA Sec 2.2-3712(D).
Motion: Bivens
Second: Neal
Passage: unanimous
Mr. Paul Meadows, CEO of Integrated Technology Group (ITG) discussed a new VoIP Office Phone
System. The town’s phone system is outdated, messages cannot be updated, and voicemails are
currently not going to the correct offices. There are eight lines, four of which can be ported to the new
system. Water and sewer equipment lines must stay as they are due to communication with computers.
The new system will save the town about $70/month, thus paying for itself over about 40 months.
A motion was made to proceed with the new system as presented.
Motion: Watson
Second: Johnson
Passage: unanimous*
*Councilman Neal was excused at approximately 6:45 p.m. for a prior commitment, before the vote.
Valves that control water hammers at the pump station on Ricky Van Shelton Drive are failing. Repairs
have been done routinely at a cost of $600-$800 each. Mr. Les Thorpe of Commonwealth Engineering
met with Mr. Hodges and recommended complete replacement. Two valves are $9,488. Moore’s
Electrical & Mechanical presented a quote of $13,748 (includes some additional repairs) which is good
for 10 days. A motion was made to proceed with ordering the new valves and accepting Moore’s quote
to perform the necessary work.
Motion: Watson
Second: Johnson
Passage: unanimous
Mr. Hodges reported meeting with a retail contractor who is looking for 500-plus loads of fill dirt. They
looked at the KIP land and discussed doing stump removal and grading work in exchange for the fill dirt.
Attorney Eller advised we must have a well written contract explaining what is expected.
Mayor Poindexter shared everyone needs to think about how to go about handling the storage room
overcrowding issues in the basement. With Attorney Eller’s guidance, we need to determine what
records/documents must be kept and for how long, along with what can be disposed of and how.
There have been requests from citizens to offer leaf collection. This is not financially feasible for the
town. Mayor Poindexter suggested polling the citizens to gauge public interest in this service. He has
already spoken with the Town of Altavista about subcontracting this with them and there are lots of
details that need to be known before they can give us an estimate.
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Everyone needs to start thinking about budget priorities. For example, the water system repairs that
were approved earlier will probably increase due to the aging water system, aging town vehicles, and
the possibility of changing the part-time police officer position to full-time. Another item to consider is
finding a company that could take our code book and maintain/publish it online. We would need to see
what the cost of this would be.
Mayor Poindexter asked for thoughts and ideas for a 2018 Events Calendar.
The town received an email from Pittsylvania County asking the Town of Hurt about being contracted to
mow and keep trash picked up at Wayside Park in exchange for $5,000 annually. The Mayor asked for
thoughts on this matter.
There was a letter presented from Samet Corporation asking for a letter from the Town of Hurt to allow
water and sewer for the Southern Virginia Multi-Modal Park (SVMP) to be provided directly by the Town
of Altavista. Attorney Eller asked several questions. Who is supposed to pay for the lines to be run? Do
we allow them access only? He said there are several things that need to be defined. A motion was
made to send Altavista a letter for providing water and sewer to SVMP was made by Mr. Adams. After
further discussion this motion was withdrawn. A second motion was then made to draft a resolution to
allow the Town of Altavista to provide water and sewer to SVMP.
Motion: Bivens
Second: Johnson
Passage: unanimous
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m.

________________________________
Susan Nichol, Clerk

________________________________
Gary Poindexter, Mayor
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