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Hurt Town Council held its monthly business meeting Tuesday, September 3, 2019, at Hurt Town Hall in 

Council Chambers.  The meeting opened at 6:35 p.m. with a quorum present. 

Roll Call             

Members present:  Watson, Clay, Adams, Barksdale-Hill.       

Absent:  Johnson 

A motion was made to enter closed session for personnel and prospective business, as authorized by VA 

FOIA Sec. 2.2-3711 A (1) (5).           

Motion:  Clay  Second:  Adams  Passage:  unanimous 

Closed session began at 6:36 p.m. and concluded at 7:01 p.m. 

A motion was made to certify only personnel matters and prospective business were discussed during 

closed session, as required by VA FOIA Sec. 2.2-3712 (D).       

Motion:  Watson Second:  Barksdale- Hill  Passage:  unanimous 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance          

Invocation:  Mrs. Dixie Poindexter          

Pledge of Allegiance:  led by Mayor Poindexter 

Mayor Poindexter opened the meeting by thanking everyone for coming out and participating in local 

government.  He also said thoughts and prayers are needed for everyone.  Much news seems to be bad 

now, an example would be with the homicides that occurred in Ringgold last week. 

He expressed appreciation to Mr. Dwight Ingram for donating a painting of Clement Hill, homestead of 

the town’s namesake Mr. John Hurt, in memory of his mother Mrs. Hazel Mattox Ingram Seawell. 

Consent Agenda            

Mayor Poindexter requested to add PA system and Brownfield grant opportunity discussion to the 

current agenda. 

A motion was made to approve previous meeting minutes, financial reports and the addition of the PA 

system and Brownsfield grant discussion to the current agenda.       

Motion:  Clay  Second:  Watson Passage:  unanimous 

Appointments and Resignations          
Mayor Poindexter shared the outcome of closed session.  Mr. Randy Doss resigned effective August 31, 
2019 for personal reasons.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Doss for his service on Council.  A motion was made 
to appoint Mr. Gary Hodnett to fill this seat from September 3, 2019 to November 5, 2019.   
Motion: Barksdale-Hill  Second: Watson Passage: unanimous      
 
Mrs. Ann Roach from the Pittsylvania County Court Clerk’s Office swore Mr. Hodnett in.  
 
The Administrative Committee recommends to Council hiring Mrs. Debra Newton for the Assistant Clerk 
position at $11 per hour and Ms. Laura Harmon for the patrol officer position at $37,000 per year, both 
pending acceptance and necessary background checks.       
Motion:  Watson Second:  Barksdale-Hill  Passage:  unanimous  
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Hearing of Citizens            

Mr. Lester Worley of Prospect Road, feels that Council is trying to bully citizens by hanging door hangers, 

sending letters and comments.  He is very upset by Council pushing a junk vehicle ordinance.  He has an 

old car that was the first car his father ever bought for him.  He received a notice about it and it has all 

the tags/licensing.  He will keep this vehicle until the day he dies. 

Mr. Walter McCormick of McCormick’s Service LLC, shared that he and Mr. Hodnett spent a lot of time 

looking at the budget and water rates.  Going with $37.50 per quarter and plus $7.70 per 1,000 gallons 

would allow the town to save some money over the next three years.  He asked “exactly how much does 

the town want to save?”  That information would give him a better idea of where to start.  McCormick 

continued by asking when and why the Water FNB checking account was closed and why did the funds 

go to the General account and not to the Water savings account. 

Ms. Kathy Ward of Dogwood Lane, had a complaint about why Council was picking on and harassing the 

town citizens.  She stated she lives on a street where there is little money and the residents are elderly.  

Why not do something positive instead of constantly criticizing. 

Reports from Staff                
Clerk-Treasurer:  Mrs. Frazier advised the auditor was in the office last Wednesday for one day and 
everything went well.  There were a few issues that came up that will be addressed during his report. 
There have been several requests for hunting permits on the KIP property.  Based on conversations thus 
far, Mrs. Frazier inquired of council as to whether hunting will be allowed during the upcoming season.  
A motion was made to close Key Industrial Park to hunting and fishing due to liability/other concerns. 
Motion:  Watson Second:  Clay  Passage:  unanimous 
 
Chief of Police:  Chief Rowland reported there were 152 calls for service; 8% traffic stops resulting in two 
summonses.  A few more notices for ordinance violations have been sent.  Pink badges have been 
ordered for October which is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Chief Rowland provided pictures for 
marking the new police cars and shared the approximate price would be $800 per car.  He also 
suggested waiting until the next budget year to do this.  Council agreed to postpone lettering until next 
budget year.  Chief also suggested a lateral move for Officer Lovelace to Corporal.  With his years of 
service and if another agency calls to speak to the Chief and he’s not available, they would be more apt 
to speak with a Corporal versus an Officer.  A motion was made to rank Officer Lovelace as Corporal. 
Motion:  Watson Second:  Barksdale-Hill  Passage:  unanimous 
 
Mr. Hodnett asked where the Emergency Management Plan stands.  Mr. Watson shared he is still in 
discussion with people on this.  
 
Public Works:  Mr. Hodges shared the old church property across from SVMP is now landlocked because 
the railroad has taken the crossing out due to safety issues.   Also, the snow blade for the town truck has 
never been serviced.  He would like to take it to Truck Body to have this done.  Council agreed to 
proceed with this request.  The corral on the water tower has been fixed.  Mr. Hodges advised the 
building at the water tower needs some paint/stain.  A brownfield grant program is available for all 
three towns in Pittsylvania County.  Several items are on the list that qualify for funding.  Ms. Susan 
McCulloch, Economic Development Assistant, has advised that if there are other projects that need to 
be added, now is the time.  She would like Mayor Poindexter and/or Council members and Mr. Hodges 
to attend meetings.  Shirley Barksdale-Hill, Collin Adams and Gary Hodnett volunteered.   
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Mr. Bernard Proctor of VDH has been contacted about the status of his scope-of-work report.  He said 
he “had dropped the ball and will get it moving.”  Mr. Hodges also advised that VDOT continues to put 
rock on the edge of East Hurt Road and when we get a hard rain the rock washes out on the road and is 
going to cause an accident.  He also wants to contact Mr. Jay Craddock to ride around the town and see 
why VDOT is not doing more road repairs and grass cutting in the town. 
 
Legal Counsel             
Attorney Eller advised the master list of rates and fees is ready for review.  The corral at the water tower 
has been completed.  Mr. Eller provided information from AT&T to review because it so long since 
previous negotiations and to bring Council up-to-date.  An appraiser may be available in October for 
Mrs. Sirockman’s request to purchase land on Pocket Road that belongs to the Town. 
 
Membership/Committees Reports         
Administrative:  None            
Economic Development:  None           
Finance:  Mr. Watson stated he is concerned about the police car grant and status of paperwork. 
Planning and Zoning:  None           
Public Works:  None 
  
Mayor’s Report             
Mayor Poindexter noted some of the items listed on the agenda have already been addressed earlier in 
the meeting.  He recommended more discussion on the Main Street/Norfolk Southern Railway right-of-
way access easement for cleanup/landscaping purposes before entering into an agreement.  There 
needs to be a PA system put in Council chambers due to complaints of not being able to hear.  Members 
agreed to look into a simpler and less costly solution such as a central mic and solitatary speaker.   
IT/Managed Services is still being discussed and is not ready to be acted upon.  After much discussion, 
Council agreed upon the new proposal for a utility rate structure based on a $24 quarterly service 
charge and a straight volumetric rate of $8.60 per 1,000 gallons of metered usage.  A motion was made 
to advertise for a public hearing on the proposed new water rate structure during the October 1, 2019 
monthly business meeting.  
Motion:  Watson Second:  Barksdale-Hill  Passage:  unanimous 
 
There being no further business, council adjourned at 9:39 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  
Susan Frazier, Clerk     Gary Poindexter, Mayor  


