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Hurt Town Council held its monthly business meeting Tuesday, December 3, 2019, in Council 
Chambers at Town Hall.  The meeting opened at 7:02 p.m. and a quorum was present. 
 
Roll Call 
Members present were:  Hodnett, Bowling, Barksdale-Hill, Watson, Clay and Adams. 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Poindexter requested a moment of silence be observed in memory of Sir Jack Shields and for 
Mr. Ed Hodges following a recent death in his family. 
Invocation:  Vice-Mayor Watson 
Pledge of Allegiance:  led by Mayor Poindexter 
 
Mayor Poindexter thanked everyone for coming out and staff for their hard work during the very 
busy month of November.  He also reminded everyone of the tree lighting scheduled for this 
coming Sunday at 4:30 p.m. and of the council-staff Christmas dinner scheduled for this coming 
Thursday night. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Previous month accounting and meeting minutes were presented and Mr. Adams requested to add 
consultation with legal counsel to closed session. 
A motion was made to approve consent agenda and the closed session agenda addition as presented. 
Motion:  Watson Second:  Clay       Passage:  unanimous 
 
Hearing of Citizens 
None 
 
Clerk-Treasurer’s Report 
Mrs. Frazier shared there were issues this year with garaged locations on vehicle registrations being 
marked incorrectly; this is happening with both in-office and online renewals with DMV.   
She also asked Attorney Eller how and when deed changes are done, as another issue with tax 
billing is wrong people are being billed on some accounts following transfers of ownership. 
The personal property tax bills went out with the wrong due date due to a software glitch. 
 
Police Report 
There were 87 calls for service, 13% of which were traffic stops resulting in one summons. 
The four AED’s have been delivered.  There is one in each patrol car and one in the town truck. 
Chief Rowland advised the certificates for the students of John L. Hurt Elementary School who 
were inducted into the Junior Beta club have been ordered and the plaque will be picked up 
tomorrow.  He also requested a list of items needed and budget for the refreshments for the tree 
lighting.  Last, the presentation of certificates and plaque to John L. Hurt and the Junior Beta 
Inductees will be Tuesday, December 17 with dinner at 5:30 PM followed by presentations. 
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Public Works Report 
Mr. Hodges reported the Crown Victoria needed to go to a shop, as the odometer is not working.   
It would cost between $800-$1,000 for an instrument cluster.  If not replaced, we would have to 
estimate the mileage.  For winter preparedness, the town truck is ready.  The snow blade needs to 
have the cutting edge replaced.  A West Spencer Rd. lighting issue has been looked at.  Mr. Hodges 
said there is nowhere to put additional streetlights.  The tree limb that he has received complaints 
about has been there for several years and is not storm-related damage.  He will get in touch with 
VDOT to have them assess the situation.   Peed & Bortz Engineering will be in town all day 
Thursday, December 5 to look at current wastewater issues.  The number of homes affected may 
enable us to pursue grant funding for town sewerage.  They would like to meet with us in February. 
The Christmas lights have been put up.  There are some that are not working and need to be 
replaced and he will take care of that.  Ms. Karen Shelton from Southern Piedmont Appraisals 
reported the old church property across Main St. from SVMP has little value, as it is landlocked.  
Mr. Hodges said he has had several conversations with Mrs. Sirockman and the town needs to move 
on her request to purchase land along Pocket Road.  Mr. Hodges has gotten three bids for the 
electrical hook up at Town Hall for the generator.  (1) Moore’s $4,684.37; (2) CRB $3,200, and (3) 
McCormick Services LLC $3,153.79.  A motion was made to proceed with acceptance of 
McCormick’s bid and complete the work, to be paid out of the street maintenance line item. 
     Motion:  Watson              Second:  Hodnett              Passage:  unanimous 
Last, there have been a couple of complaints about buzzards from the water tower now roosting on 
the roofs at the Kent Condos and pulling shingles.  Mr. Hodges and the police department have been 
following up on this and have found nothing. 
 
Legal Counsel Report 
A master list of rates and fees and supporting ordinances were presented for review. 
A motion was made to approve as presented. 
Motion:  Hodnett Second:  Clay       Passage:  unanimous 
Mayor Poindexter shared he had spoken with Delegate Les Adams about how to deal with blighted 
properties. Attorney Eller has been working on this after the Mayor passed it along to him.  He has 
looked at what the Town of Altavista has done and would like some additional time to study it. 
A question has come up about the Town Code regarding setting up committees.  Attorney Eller 
suggested committees be set by the mayor with the approval of Council every January or term of 
Council and amend the current ordinance with such wording.  Members agreed.  Mr. Hodnett asked 
if the Town of Hurt falls under the umbrella of the 2nd Amendment Sanctuary or does a resolution 
need to be done.  Attorney Eller said a resolution could be passed supporting the county’s action.  
Council agreed to consider doing so.  Mr. Hodnett also shared that he has spoken to Mr. Walter 
McCormick about marketing the former Bea’s Restaurant property.  He has agreed to cleanup and 
questioned the legality of the sign.  It is currently grandfathered and if taken down, it has to be 
down for two years not to be. 
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Membership, Boards and Commissions Report 
Administrative:  Mr. Hodnett reported AccuFund, the town’s current software, has been having 
numerous issues. Southern Solutions is very thorough and user friendly.  It will allow the town to 
track time, vacation, sick time, calculate hourly vs. overtime pay, and more.  It is also compatible 
with radio read water meters (which grants are available for).  We would be able to go to monthly 
water billing, PPTRA can be handled internally, and it can split time between general and enterprise 
funds.  The cost is $42,600 plus $4,407 annual support and $1,500 for tax management (this total 
includes all updates).  Funds could come from the unfilled third police officer position and the 
discontinued part-time Office Position.  It was agreed a work session is needed to review and 
discuss in more detail before making a decision.  A work session/called meeting was scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 10 at 6:00 PM.  An Administrative Committee meeting was also scheduled for 
Thursday, December 12 at 4:30 PM to discuss ongoing work with emergency preparedness plans. 
 
Economic Development:  Mr. Hodnett spoke to Ms. Madeline Key, the namesake for the Key 
Industrial Park, about renaming it as Key Industrial Complex.  She shared she was fine with 
renaming it.  A motion was made to rename the Key Industrial Park as Key Industrial Complex. 
Motion:  Hodnett Second:  Watson Passage:  unanimous  
 
Finance:  An overdue bill from 2018 was presented this week that the town had not previously 
received for  PD body cameras and contract. $2,500 had to be moved from PDDR reserves to the 
PDDR checking account for payment of the bill.  A motion was made to retroactively approve the 
transfer of said funds. 
Motion:  Barksdale- Hill Second:  Clay  Passage:  unanimous 
 
Planning & Zoning:  None 
Public Works:  None 
Staunton River RIFA:  Hurt Partners and SRRIFA have approved and signed an agreement that the 
smokestack and silos at SVMP are to be taken down and cleaned up by January 4, 2020. 
 
Mr. Hodges shared a request had come in from the County for us to read the gas meter and provide 
readings to them.  He said the only keys that were used were all Town of Hurt keys, such as Public 
Works and all three Police keys. No one in the office is using that gas.  If a bill comes to the Town 
of Hurt, hold it and Mayor Poindexter will dispute it. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Poindexter reminded everyone the next meeting is the first of 2020 and several appointments 
need to be made, 1) Vice Mayor, 2) Council representative to Planning Commission, 3) Directors 
and Alternate for SRRIFA.  The Comprehensive Plan will have to be worked on again this year. 
He said the refuse collection contract will expire this year and quotes will be needed. Discussion 
with the Town of Gretna resulted in a preliminary estimate of  about $53,000 with similar service 
but pickup on Thursday instead of Friday.  Lastly, everyone needs to think about budget priorities 
for next fiscal cycle, as work will begin on budget development soon after New Year’s. 
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A motion was made to enter closed session to discuss prospective business and consult with legal 
counsel, pursuant to VA FOIA Sec. 2.2-3711 (A) ((5) (7)). 
Motion:  Watson Second:  Clay  Passage:  unanimous 
 
Council entered closed session at 9:10 p.m. and concluded at 10:07 p.m. 
 
A motion was made to return to open session and to certify that only matters related to prospective 
business and consultation with legal counsel were discussed during closed session, as required by 
VA FOIA Sec. 2.2-3712 (D). 
Motion:  Clay  Second:  Adams Passage:  unanimous 
 
There were no reports/actions from closed session. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:08 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Susan Frazier, Clerk     Gary Poindexter, Mayor 
 


