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Hurt Town Council held its monthly business meeting Tuesday, February 4, 2020, at Hurt Town Hall in 

Council Chambers.  The meeting opened at 6:35 p.m. with a quorum present. 

Roll Call             

Members present were:  Barksdale-Hill, Clay, Hodnett, Watson, Bowling, and Adams. 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance          
Invocation:  given by Mayor Poindexter         
Pledge of Allegiance:  led by Mayor Poindexter 
 
Closed Session 
A motion was made to enter closed session to discuss personnel, real estate, and prospective business, 
pursuant to VA FOIA Sec. 2.2-3711 (1)(3)(5).         
Motion:  Watson Second:  Clay  Passage:  unanimous 
Closed session began at 6:38 p.m. and concluded 7:33 p.m. 
A motion was made to return to open session and to certify on personnel, real estate, and prospective 
business were discussed during closed session, as required by VA FOIA Sec.2.2-3712 (D).  Motion: 
Barksdale-Hill  Second: Hodnett Passage: unanimous 
 
Actions/Outcomes from Closed Session          
None 
 
Welcome/Opening Remarks           
Mayor Poindexter wished Mrs. Frazier, Clerk, a Happy Birthday, asked for prayers for Mrs. Poindexter 
and thanked staff and council members for all they do and have done. 
 
Consent Agenda            

A motion was made to approve January financial reports and meeting minutes as presented.   

Motion:  Watson Second:  Adams  Passage:  unanimous 

Guest Speakers             
Mr. Scott Wickham, CPA, gave his 2018-19 auditor’s report.  He gave an unmodified/clean opinion which 
is the best one can get.  Everything checked out well and the town is in good condition. 
Hearing of Citizens  
None 
            
Reports from Staff            
Administrative:  Mrs. Frazier shared there are several very delinquent water accounts and she asked 
how council prefers to address.  She passed out special ID forms (DMV) for councilmembers and mayor 
to have printed upon recommendation of Mr. Mike Jones, Interim Police Chief/Public Safety Director, 
and shared that the water adjustment forms the town has needs to be updated now that the water rate 
formula has changed. 
 
Public Safety:  Mr. Jones thanked Corporal Lovelace for all his hard work.  He shared many suggestions 
for the police department:  marking/adding GPS to the new patrol cars, putting phone number on cars, 
new uniforms (like Henrico County Police Department has), creating a community policing philosophy, 
blight reduction, developing a police web page & FB page with tips line, and increased training.   
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He added the review & audit are going well but slow and he has had several people to express interest 
in the open police positions with the town.  Mr. Jones shared his thoughts on recruiting, such as a hybrid 
program with 3-4 full time and several part time retired officers (volunteers) to provide 24/7 coverage. 
 
Public Works:  Mr. Hodges asked to jump ahead and address the Special Use Permit request from Mr. 
Walter McCormick.  Mr. Adams said the Planning Commission recommended the request to council to 
advertise for public hearing.  After brief discussion, a motion was made to advertise for two weeks, 
February 12 and 19, and to schedule a Public Hearing for February 24 at 6:00 PM.   
Motion:  Hodnett Second:  Adams  Passage:  unanimous 
 
Mr. Hodges advised of the need for a joint meeting with planning commission and council for Peed and 
Bortz to do a public presentation and answer questions on the water/wastewater system study.  
 
There is another THM violation for the water system and OEL will need to be filled out.  He said the town 
desperately needs to pursue the VDH grant again with the current engineering firm’s assistance to get 
this on-going problem resolved.  
 
There has been no response from County Waste following earlier discussion of the potential garbage 
collection contract renewal.  We have received a great estimate from the Town of Altavista but one item 
to keep in mind is that we may have to purchase all new garbage cans, which would be at considerable 
cost to the town.  Mr. Hodges noted he has already reached out to several vendors for quotes.  
 
Mr. Hodges inquired of the mayor if there is any way to meet and discuss shifting the town’s access 
right-of-way at SVMP with the property owners.   There was discussion about the town logo.  Mr. Larry 
Morris shared that his daughter does this and would like to see what she can do to clean it up.  Mr. 
Hodnett advised he has reached out to some companies about doing this.  Mr. Hodges also reported he 
had been contacted by the gentleman that made the sign at the underpass between the Towns of Hurt 
and Altavista.  It was an Eagle Scout project and he would love to have it back if would not be used. 
 
Reports from Membership, Boards, and Commissions        
Administration:  Mr. Hodnett shared that Clockwise will be going live February 11.  GPS hardware has 
arrived and would be installed on all town owned vehicles, while new AT&T cell phones for employees 
are scheduled for pickup tomorrow.         
 
Mrs. Barksdale-Hill said she had met with FCA administration to look at the accommodations at that 
location should the town need to establish an emergency shelter.  There was a very nice locker room, 
kitchen, and generator hook up.  Mr. Chris Slemp, Pittsylvania Co. Director of Emergency Management, 
had noted there is a walk way around the back of the building.  
    
Economic Development:  None           
Finance:   Mr. Hodnett said he is doing a water review and comparing what is billed by the Town of 
Altavista versus what the Town of Hurt is collecting.  Also, the budget process is starting. 
 
Planning & Zoning:  None 
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Public Works:  Mr. Hodnett, Mr. Adams, and Cpl. Lovelace met and it was requested that Lovelace take 
photos of blighted properties on Prospect Road.  These were presented and reviewed by Council. 
 
Staunton River RIFA:  None 
 
Mayor’s Report             
Mayor Poindexter gave a brief update on Broadband, public library, and bus service initiatives he has 
been in discussions with the county about.  Currently, the bus service still lacks enough drivers to launch 
the approved regional program and is looking to get more state funding to assist. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:08 PM. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________  
Susan Frazier, Clerk     Gary Poindexter, Mayor  


