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Hurt Town Council and Planning Commission held a called meeting in joint session on Thursday, 

February 27, 2020, for a public hearing on a special use permit application for Mr. Walter 

McCormick and other stated purposes.  The meeting opened at 7:02 p.m. with a quorum present. 

 

Roll Call            
Members present:  Hodnett, Watson, Bowling, Barksdale- Hill, and Adams    

Absent:  Clay 

 

Planning Commission members present:  Boggs, Shelton, and Mitchell 

 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance        
Invocation:  given by Mayor Poindexter 

Pledge of Allegiance:  led by Mayor Poindexter 

 

Public Hearing/Discussion of SUP Request 

Mayor Poindexter advised the main purpose of the meeting was to hold a public hearing and get 

citizen/business feedback on a special use permit application by McCormick’s Storage LLC for 

operating a video/skilled gaming parlor at 419 Church Street (Former Bea’s Restaurant building).  

Public hearing opened at 7:04 p.m.  There being no speakers, public hearing closed at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gary Boggs, Planning Commission chair, reported the commission recommends to council 

an approval of the SUP request as presented, with any restrictions that council feels necessary. 

 

Mr. Watson does not feel this would be good for the community and noted it goes against why he 

moved here and raised his family and now grandchildren here. He did visit the one in Altavista 

and was not impressed with what he saw.  It took him quite a while to finally be let in the locked 

door and the smoke inside was overwhelming. 

 

Mr. Adams spoke to several people including Chief Merricks from the Town of Altavista.  The 

only concern voiced was the amount of cash there; otherwise he supports it. 

 

Mrs. Barksdale-Hill agreed with Mr. Watson. She wants to stick with her morals/beliefs and does 

not feel it would be good for the community.  This would bring in unwanted activity and would 

be introducing something that may cause problems for families that may already be struggling.  

The state legislature is already discussing this because it is unregulated and untaxed.  She feels it 

would be a business deterrent. 

 

Mr. Bowling said the building has been sitting empty for years and likes that something is 

coming.  He supports it. 

 

Mr. Hodnett shared that he is in favor of business and supports this.  He reiterated that the 

planning commission recommended it and with restrictions if council feels necessary. 

 

Mayor Poindexter said he is all about bringing business to the town.  That is what he promised to 

focus on when he ran for his second term.  However, he is not in favor of this type of business.  

He supports what the county and city have done by postponing any decisions until it is known 

what action(s) come from Richmond in regards to such establishments.  
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Mr. Walter McCormick said any officers in the Town of Altavista will agree if there are any 

problems (drugs, etc.) at any of the properties that he owns, they are served eviction notices.  He 

will not put up with any of that.  He looked at doing this on his own and within a few days he had 

two people contact him with the same interest.  Currently, there are several vacant shops/stores 

and businesses. If we don’t try to bring in something the Town of Hurt will be a ghost town. 

 

Attorney Eller asked who would be running the business.  There had been two different forms 

presented by two different people.  Mr. Adams asked Mr. Boggs what the proper procedure was.  

Mr. Boggs said all the steps have been followed.  Mr. Mitchell shared all copies from the 

applicant(s) and all information has been supplied that was requested. 

 

There was much discussion about various restrictions.  Attorney Eller said he would draft the 

paperwork with the agreed upon restrictions and present it at the next council meeting Tuesday, 

March 3 for review and probable vote.  Mr. McCormick expressed dissatisfaction and said he did 

not want to put this off another five days.  Attorney Eller advised that is what needs to be done. 

Mr. Tim Dudley, Pittsylvania County Board of Supervisors, shared he had been on the planning 

commission for the county for three years.  They write all information down, it is recorded on a 

voice recorder and there is a verbal agreement.  Attorney Eller noted this is not a recommendation 

by planning commission, but is an actual vote by council, and therefore is handled differently. 

 

A motion was made to proceed to approve the special use request with the following verbally 

stated conditions: 1) Operation in an orderly manner inside and out; 2) Compliance with state 

codes for operating such machines on the premises; 3) First responders must have free and 

independent access when the building is occupied; 4) No one under age 18 may be admitted;  

and 5) Compliance with the Indoor Clean Air act. 

Motion:  Hodnett Second:  Adams Passage:  3-2  

Yes:  Hodnett, Bowling, Adams       No:   Barksdale-Hill, Watson 

 

Other Business 
Mr. Hodnett suggested all members of council consider getting town issued phones to conduct 

any town business.  If there is a FOIA request, a person’s personal phone if it has been used for 

town business, is subject to the request.  The phones can be purchased for $.99 and $40/month. 

A motion was made to purchase new phones for all councilmembers desiring one. 

Motion:  Hodnett Second:  Watson Passage:  Unanimous 

 

Mr. Adams shared he had met with the Town of Altavista about refuse collection. There is a 

proposal for a four year contract at $34,580 per year, plus a four percent annual escalator. 

A motion was made to extend the proposal as presented. 

Motion:  Watson Second:  Hodnett Passage:  Unanimous 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________   ________________________________  

Susan Frazier, Clerk      Gary Poindexter, Mayor   


